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There is probably no single 

number in a typical state or 

local government’s financial 

statements that attracts more 

attention and discussion than 

fund balance. Recently, the 

Governmental Accounting 

Standards Board issued guidance

that will fundamentally alter the 

classifications and terminology 

that governments use to present 

this uniquely important amount 

in their financial statements. 

This publication offers a practical 

way for anyone with an interest 

in state or local government 

finance to understand and profit 

from the new presentation. 

To learn more and 
to order online, visit

www.gfoa.org.



Make Informed 
Financial Decisions

The purpose of this new publication is 
to furnish readers with a nontechnical
explanation of the meaning of the 
various components of fund balance.
Throughout, a simple question-and-
answer format has been followed. This
format is designed both to highlight 
the critical points discussed in the text
and to allow for easy access to needed
information. 

Sections in the book include:

• Essential Background

• Fund Balance and its Components

• Fund Balance Policy

• Old V. New 

The new guide also features a glossary
and twenty questions designed to allow
users to test their knowledge of the 
material.

For information on 
quantity discounts, 

please e-mail 
the GFOA at 

publications@gfoa.org.
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Order Form Please print or type. 

❑ Indicate if you are faxing this form. (Fax accepted only with credit card 
payment or purchase orders. DO NOT MAIL THE ORIGINAL.) 

Name ____________________________________________________ 

Title ______________________________________________________

Employer __________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________________ 

State/Province ______________________ Zip/Postal Code ___________ 

Telephone __________________________________________________ 

Fax _______________________________________________________ 

E-mail _____________________________________________________ 

Payment Information Please check one: 
❑ PAYMENT BY CHECK. Make check payable to GFOA 

Send to: GFOA, 3076 Eagle Way, Chicago, IL 60678-1030 

Amount: $ _____________________________

❑ PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD, PURCHASE ORDER, MAIL, OR FAX.
(fax: 312/977-4806) 
Send to: GFOA, 203 N. LaSalle St., Ste. 2700, Chicago, IL 60601-1210 
❑ American Express       ❑ Diner’s Club       ❑ Discover Card  
❑ MasterCard       ❑ VISA 

Name on Card _______________________________________________ 

Account Number _____________________________________________ 

Exp. date (mandatory) ______/______ 

Signature __________________________________________________ 

❑ PLEASE BILL ME. You must include a purchase order number. 

P.O. No____________________________________________________ 
All billed orders are subject to an $8.00 handling charge. 

Shipping 
Unless otherwise specified, all merchandise will be shipped via 1st-class mail
at no additional charge to the purchaser. Please allow 1-2 weeks for delivery.
The following alternative shipping methods are available on request and will be
billed to the purchaser. 
❑ UPS Ground ❑ 2-day UPS       ❑ Next-day UPS 
❑ 3-day UPS Select ❑ Other (please specify) __________________

Order online at www.gfoa.org, by mail, or fax.
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Upon receipt unless prepaid. Payable in U.S. dollars only. All billed orders
must include a purchase order. Sorry, no exceptions. Remember to add the
$8 handling charge to your purchase order. 

Quantity Product

_____ NEW! What Everyone Needs to Know About $_______
the New Fund Balance 
(Members $20/Nonmembers $30)

_____ NEW! Accounting for Capital Assets: $_______
A Guide for State and Local Governments
(Members $40/Nonmembers $60)

_____ GAAFR: Using the GASB 34 Model $_______
(Members $119/Nonmembers $169)

_____ GAAFR Study Guide: Outlines & Exercises $_______
(Members $35/Nonmembers $50)

_____ GAAFR 2-Volume Set $_______
(Includes GAAFR and Study Guide)
(Members $134/Nonmembers $199)

_____ 2008 Annual Governmental GAAP Update DVD $_______
(Members $39.95/Nonmembers $59.95)

_____ An Elected Official’s Guide: Audit Committees $_______
(Members $20/Nonmembers $30)

_____ An Elected Official’s Guide to Auditing $_______
(revised second edition)
(Members $20/Nonmembers $30)

_____ An Elected Official’s Guide: Employer’s $_______
Accounting for Pensions and Other 
Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB)
(Members $20/Nonmembers $30)

_____ An Elected Official’s Guide to Internal Controls $_______
and Fraud Prevention
(Members: $20/Nonmembers $30)

_____ An Elected Official’s Guide to the New $_______
Governmental Reporting Model
(Members: $20/Nonmembers $30)

_____ Set of Elected Official’s Guides on Accounting $_______
(Members: $90/Nonmembers $135)

SUBTOTAL $_______

Purchasers from Illinois add 10.25%, 
Washington, D.C. add 6% sales tax (unless exempt) $_______

Add handling charge, if applicable $_______

Add shipping charge, if applicable $_______

_____ GAAFR Review (annual newsletter subscription) $_______
(Active GFOA Member $50/
Associate GFOA Member $60/Nonmember $85)

TOTAL $_______
Full-time students and bookstores receive a 25 percent discount 
on all products, unless otherwise noted. Please call 312-977-9700 for details.

$8.00




